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FADE | N:

EXT. SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - DAY
SUPER: OCTOBER 2010

TOMW and JI MW, 7, both play a game of CONKERS. Tommy
dangl es his conker to be smashed by Jinmy’s conker.

Tomry sniffs his nose and wipes it using the sleeve of his
rain coat.

TOMWY
What you getting from Sant a?
JI MW
That’ s nont hs away.
TOMW
No it is not. It’s like two, so

says ny ma this norning.

JI MW
Don’t know. \What are you getting?

TOMWY
Santa’s bringing me a X-Box, a
football top, ganes, a watch, anddd
sweet s.

Tommy adjusts his hat as his eyes search for answers.

TOMWY
Hmm | think that’s it.

Ji nmy m sses.

TOMWY
My go.

Jimmy holds his barely scratched conker.

JI MW
You know Santa doesn’'t exist?

Tonmy swi ngs and m sses.
TOMW

Hey! That’'s not fair. You can’t
say that to put ne off.



JI MW

It’s the truth. He is your dad.
TOMW

My dad?
JI MW

Yep. Discovered |ast year.

TOMWY
Wiy did you not tell me?

Ji my swings his mammot h conker.

JI MW
Thought you knew?

SMACK, Jinmy’s conker breaks Tommy’s into three separate
segnent s.

TOVMWY
Ww, |'’msure to get what | want,
every year.

Tonmy | aughs.
The BELL chi nes signaling the end of | unch.

I NT. CAR - DAY - LATER

Tonmmy junps into the famly car. EDD E, 29, Tommy’s fat her,
starts driving away fromthe school.

EDDI E
Did you enjoy school today?

Tomry stares out at the passing scenery.

TOVWY
Yes | did. Dad.

Hi s eyes never |leave the road in front.

EDDI E
VWhat son?

TOMWY
| want a X-Box, ganes, watch, a new
football top, and sweets for
Chri st nas.



EDDI E
That’'s not for two nonths
son. \Wiy'd you ask?
Tonmmy | ooks at his dad in the rear viewmrror,

TOMW
Cause you're Santa C aus.

The car rolls to a stop at the traffic lights.

Eddi e turns back to Tomy.

EDDI E
Son, |'mnot Santa, but | am Robin
Hood.
TOMWY
Real | y?
EDDI E
Yep.
TOMW
Cool .

I NT. HOUSE - EVENI NG - LATER

Eddi e opens the front door to an open spaced |iving area,
and |lets Tommy run in first.

He steps in, brushes his feet, throws the car keys onto a
bow of keys, then picks up the mail fromthe fl oor.

He wal ks into the-

Kl TCHEN

Pulls out a beer, then drops each letter onto the

wor kt op. Each coloured red with big bold text stating the
bill’ s due date.

O her letters read unsuccessful to failed enpl oynent
appl i cati ons.

A FEW MOMENTS LATER
The front door closes and echoes throughout the hone.

LI Z, 28, wal ks in carrying her high-heel ed shoes.



LI Z
Any good news buried in there?

Eddi e, raises his head, sets his drink down, smles, pulls
Liz in closer, and kisses her.

EDDI E
No.

| NT. HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - DAY
SUPER: CHRI STMAS EVE

The snow gently falls outside. The Christmas tree’s
decorations suffocate it’s branches, contrary to the
sparsely filled base.

Tommy strolls into the room wearing his pyjamas, with a
wi sh list in hand.

He wal ks over to the fake fireplace, grabs a tack froma
string holding up Christmas cards, then pins his list to the
wooden heart h.

Tommy wal ks over to the window, then rests his arns on the
wi ndow sill. His snowran has fallen backwards, as if he’'s
trying to do angels in the snow.

TOMWY
Aww, M Snowran, what are you
doi ng?

LIZ (O S.)

Tonmy, cone get your breakfast
before it gets cold.

Tomy heads to the kitchen.

The front door opens, bringing with it the arctic cold.
Eddi e steps in with snow caked around his shoes.

He sets down a thin shopping bag filled with w apping paper.

He kicks off his shoes, throws off his winter gear, then
wal ks into the-

LI VI NG ROOM
To the hearth and angles the wish |ist.

He furrows his eyebrows.



EDDI E
Let’s hope tonight will be better
t han | ast night.

Eddi e grabs the w appi ng paper, sets it down on the dining
roomtable, then pulls out a black bag froma wall cabi net.

EDDI E
Li z, keep Tommy in the kitchen for
a while.

LIZ (O S.)
Wy ?

EDDI E

Just doi ng sone wrappi ng.

LIZ (O S.)
Okay dear.

He pulls out a wapped present, |ooks at the tag:

TEXT: To Franklin From Nana

He rips off the tag, then the w apping paper.

He flips the box around to reveal a Buzz Lightyear toy.

EDDI E
Sweet, Tommy will |ove this.

He sets the toy down and begins to wap the toy.

LI VING ROOM - LATER

Tommy sits between Liz and Eddi e on the couch.

He’' s wi de awake even though the clock nears m dnight.
Eddi e stands up.

EDDI E
Come on soldier, time for bed.

Tomy slowy gets up

TOVMWY
Just ten nore m nutes, pleaseee.

LI Z
Go get Santa his mlk and cooki es.



Tomry runs off to the kitchen. A nonment |ater and he
returns with Santa’ s night-tine snack.

He sets it down on the table opposite the couch.

He kneels down and picks up a piece of paper, folds it, so
that it stands, then wites a nessage with a blue cranyon:

TEXT: Thank you Santa for ny presents. Go easy on Rudol ph,
he’s ny favourite.

He draws a snowran, wites M Snowran above his head, a
Christmas tree, then a present under the tree. He draws and
arrow to the present and wites:

TEXT: To M Snowran From Sant a

He throws the crayon anongst a box of crayons.

Liz | eans over to read the card.

LI Z
Aw, isn't that sweet.

EDDI E
You forgot sonething.

Eddi e quickly goes into the kitchen.
Tommy | ooks puzzl ed.

TOVWY
What ?

Eddi e returns and sets carrots next to the plate.

TOMW
Carrots?
EDDI E
For Rudol ph and hi s buddi es.
TOMW
Ohhh, good one dad.
EDDI E

Before you go to sleep. Wich
friend is it that’s getting the
presents you want?

TOMWY
Ji my.



TOMMWY
And where does he |ive again?

Tommy points to the left.

TOMW
Down the road, one road over. You
know dad.

EDDI E

Just checking kiddo. Of to sleep.

LI Z
G ve your nother a kiss goodni ght.

Tommy, kisses his nother, then waves goodni ght to Eddie.

TOVWY
Ni ght dad.

EDDI E
Ni ght son.

Tomy | eaves the room
Eddie smles and dives into the plate of cookies.

EDDI E
Great, just what | needed.

He picks up a red cranyon then wites:
TEXT: Thank you for the cookies, |ove Santa
He takes a bite out of the cookie and sets it down.

LI Z
Fi ni sh the cooki e.

EDDI E
Santa couldn’t finish that one.

Eddi e wal ks over to the wall cabinet and takes out the enpty
bl ack bag.

EDDI E
Can you return the carrots to the
fridge dear. |1’mgoing out for a

snoke.

Liz grabs a cookie and the carrots with her other hand.



LIz
Ckay, don’t be |ong.

BEDROOM - DAY

Li z awakens fromthe screans of delight Tomry shrieks from
downst ai rs.

She | ooks over to Eddi e who has slept in the clothes from
| ast night, except with extra nud stains his shoes have nade
to the bed.

She punches Eddi e on the shoul der.

LI Z
Wake up.

A groan emanates fromw thin his pillow

LI Z
You’ ve nessed up ny |ovely
bedsheets you ani nal

Eddi e rai ses his head groggily, eyes still closed.
EDDI E
Sorry dear, it won’'t happen
again. | prom se.

Li z junps out of bed.

TOMW (O S.)
No way!

LI Z
You hear that? Tommy’s opening his
presents the rascal. |’mgetting

the canera. Conme on

LI VI NG ROOM

Liz enters the room cantorder in hand, portable canera in
t he ot her.

LIz
Smle Tormy for the canera.

Tomy, turns around with a present in both hands.



TOMMWY
Look num Santa got ne an X- Box.

He wal ks over to the denoli shed cooki es.

TOMW
Look mum | ook.

LIz
" m | ooki ng.

Tomy grabs a half eaten cookie, then raises it towards the

cancor der

TOMMY
Santa couldn't finish this one.

He sets the cookie down.
He points to nuddy footprints on the carpet.
TOMW
Look again mum Santa left his
footprints. They go all the way
upstairs. D d Santa give you your
present ?

LI Z
Not quite.

TOMW
Can Jimmy can cone here and pl ay
with me?
LI Z
O course he can.
LATER

Tonmy sits opposite the television. X-Box hooked up,
|l ocked in his ninja grip, gane on the screen.

There’s a knock on the front door.

EDDI E
"Il go see who that is.

A nonent later Jimry wal ks in.

Tomy pauses the gane, and turns around.

j oypad



10.

TOMWY
Hey Jimmy, grab a joypad.

A downbeat Jimmy sits next to Tommy.

TOMMY
What’ s wrong?

JI MY
| don't |ike Santa.

TOMWY
VWhat ?!

JI MY

| never got what | wanted for
Christrmas. Just sone aftershave
and socks that were too big for ne.

TOMMY
Af t er shave?

JI MW
| don’t even like the
snell. Snells horrible.

TOMW
|s that what that snell is?

JI MW
Yeah.

Jimry | ooks around at all the unopened presents.

JI MW
Way haven’t you opened these
presents?
TOMWY
Il will. Just been
pl aying. They're ganes. Open one

up.
Tomy’ s eyes never |eave the screen.

Jimy rips off the wapping of one present, to reveal nore
wr appi ng paper, only of a different col our.

JI MW
What’ s goi ng on?

He sees a tag and flips it over.



11.

JI MW
To Jinmmy from num and dad.

Tonmmy pauses the gane, | ooks over to Jimmy.

TOVWY
VWhat ?

Eddi e and Liz, on the couch, | ook at each other.
Ji mry surveys the room

An awkward silence fills the air.

TOMW
Must be ny dad.

JI MW
What ?

TOMW

Yeah. You're dad’'s Santa d aus,
and he gave you presents. M dad' s
Robi n Hood and he took them from
you.

FADE QOUT.



